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As�part�of� the�4th�Infantry�Brigade,�2nd�Division,� the�19th�Battalion�
went� from� the� mud� and� misery� of� Salisbury� Plain,� England,� to� the�
mud�and�blood�of�Flanders.�The�Battalion�saw�its�first�action�at�St�Eloi�
in�April�1916�and�went�on�to�distinguish�itself�in�battle�on�the�Somme,�
at�Courcelette,�Vimy�Ridge,�Hill�70,�Passchendaele,�Drocourt-Quéant,�
and�the�pursuit�to�Mons,�among�other�battles.��

In�December�1918,�its�pipe�Band�played�a�victorious�
Canadian�Corps�across�the�Rhine�and�into�Germany.�
������
����������������The�19th�Battalion�is�perpetuated�today�with�the��
����������������Argyll�&�Sutherland�Highlanders�of�Canada��
���������������������������������(Princess�Louise’s)�
���������������������������������Hamilton,�Ontario�

�������������������������� �
�

�
‘To�you,�from�failing�hands�we�throw�the�torch;�

Be�yours�to�hold�it�high’�
�

��� �������������������� �
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FOR�KING�&�EMPIRE�

�

The�Dominion�of�Canada�at�the�time�of�the�Great�War�was�
quite�different�from�the�Canada�of�today.�
�

The�British�Empire,�of�which�Canada�was�a�part,�included��
one-quarter�of�the�world’s�population.�All�Canadians�(until�1977)��
were�also�British�Subjects�and�the�flag�that�flew�over�our�buildings�
and�in�our�schools�was�the�Royal�Union�Flag,�commonly�called��
the�‘Union�Jack’�(from�when�it�is�hoisted�on�a�jackstaff).��It�consists��
of�the�red�cross�of�St.�George�of�England,�the�white�cross�of�St.��
David�of�Wales,�the�white�cross�of�St.�Andrew�of�Scotland�and��
the�red�cross�of�St.�Patrick�of�Ireland.��Each�colony�or�Dominion��
also�flew�what�are�called�‘Ensigns’�that�distinguished�them�within��
the�Empire�and�Commonwealth.��In�Canada,�we�also�flew�what�is��
called�the�‘Red�Ensign’�which�was�the�flag�of�the�Merchant�Navy��
but�having�the�Canadian�coat�of�arms�in�the�fly.����
�
By�British�custom,�there�was�no�‘national�flag’�either�of�Britain��
or�of�Canada�at�the�time.��Canada’s�first�‘national’�flag�is�the��
Maple�Leaf�flag�that�was�raised�in�1965.��At�the�same�time,��
the�Royal�Union�Flag,��was�retained�as�an�official�flag�of�Canada��
to�be�flown�on�special�days�and�at�times�in�recognition�of��
Canada’s�continued�loyalty�to�the�Crown�and�of�our�historic��
links�with�Britain�and�the�Commonwealth.�The�soldiers�of�Canada��
that�we�remember�at�Vimy�Ridge�and�indeed�all�the�Canadian�
sailors,�soldiers�and�airmen�in�all�the�wars�since�Confederation�in��
1867,�in�the�South�African�War,�1899-1902,�the�Second�World�War,��
1939-45,�Korea�1950-1953�and�until�1965,�served,�fought��
and�died�under�the�Union�flag�and�the�Red�Ensign�just�as�they�
serve�under�the�Maple�Leaf�flag�today.�
�
These�symbols�are�a�part�of�our�country’s�proud�history�and�legacy.�
�

�

�������������������Ernie�Leonard�(1890-1958),��
����������������������������my�maternal�grandfather,�an�Englishman�
����������������������������from�Plymouth�Devon,�was�typical�of��
����������������������������the�soldiers�of�the�Canadian�Expeditionary�
����������������������������Force�where�more�than�half�were�men�
����������������������������from�the�British�Isles.�An�iron�fitter�by�trade,��
����������������������������he�was�also�an�accomplished�footballer,��
����������������������������who�played�on�the�1909�championship�team��
�

of�Torquay�United�and,�in�1912,�went�to�Toronto,�Canada,��
where�he�played�with�the�Devonian�Football�Club.�
�
Grandad�volunteered�to�serve�in�July,�1915�and�went�to�France��
with�the�19th�(Central�Ontario)�Battalion,�2nd�Division,�CEF.���
He�fought�on�the�Somme�and�at�Vimy�Ridge�and�was��
twice-wounded.��Whilst�recovering�from�his�wounds�at�the�military�
hospital�in�Bexhill-on-sea,��Sussex,�he�met�the�lovely�Rose�West��
whom�he�married�in�1920.��They�settled�in�Toronto�where�they�
had�four�children�and�ten�grandchildren.��Grandad�worked�for��
many�years�at�the�Sunnybrook�Veterans�Hospital�and�was�a�
talented�oil�painter;�especially�of�the�Canadian��
landscape,�as�well�as�of�ships�and�the�sea.���
He�was�a�wonderful�storyteller�and�grandfather��
whose�good�fun�but�also�example,�especially��
of�‘duty’‘loyalty’�and�sense�of�decency,�shall��
ever�remain�with�me.��
�
One�can�only�imagine�how�deeply�the�war�in��
the�trenches�affected�him�and�his�comrades.�
�
He�died�far�too�early�at�the�age�of�68�in�1958.����
�
How�proud�he�would�be�of�you�as�you�honour�his�comrades��
at�Vimy�and�remember�their�sacrifice.�I�know�that�he�would�salute�
you�as�well�as�those�of�our�soldiers�today�who�are�serving�their��
sovereign�and�country�for�the�same�civilization�of�freedom�and�
peace�for�which�he�fought.�
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�������������A�card�for�Ernie,�sent�to�France�from�his�sister.�

�
�

  

���������������� �
������������Sgt.�E.M.�Leonard,�19th�Battalion�CEF�

�

��� �����������
�����The�British�War�Medal�����������The�Victory�Medal�
��������������1914-1918�������������������������1914-1919�
�

������������������������ �

���������������‘FOR�SERVICE�AT�THE�FRONT’�
A�lapel�pin�inscribed�on�the�back�with�the�soldier’s�serial�number��
and�a�warning�that�a�penalty�of�$500.00�would�be�applied�to��
anyone�who�misused�it.�



 

 

����������Ernest�Leonard�volunteers.�Note�the�oath�and�pledge�
����������of�commitment�that�each�man�promised�to�give.�
 

  

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

���Grandad�Leonard�carried�this�photo�of�his�mother�and�father��
during�the�war.��On�the�back�he�wrote:��‘this�photograph�has�
been�through…four�engagements�of�trench�warfare’.�

��Ernie�Leonard�&�his�comrades,�somewhere�in�France�



    


